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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF LLANGAMMARCH COMMUNITY COUNCIL HELD AT
7.30PM ON THURSDAY 9th March 2015 AT THE TIRABAD HALL, TIRABAD

PRESENT
Community Councillors: David Malcomson, Jon Hather, Bill Hill, Mairwen Price, and Ron Birchall.

In attendance: Cllr Van Rees (arrived 8:15pm)

Apologies: Helen Wear. The Chair to speak with Cllr Wear to see if she would like to continue in
the role, as she has not attended meetings for six months.

Clerk: Sarah Quibell

1870. Declarations of interest

Cllr Birchall declared an interest in planning application P/2015/0348, see minute 1887.

1871. Casual Vacancy

Despite following due process, nobody has come forward to fill the vacant seat. Casual Vacancy
will therefore remain on the agenda until the vacancy has been filled.

In addition, Cllr Straw stood down as Councillor on the 15th June. A copy of the CV2 Notice of
Vacancy is to be put up on each noticeboard and the website following the meeting.

1872. Minutes meeting held on 12th March 2015

The minutes of the AGM held on Thursday, 14th May were approved and signed as accurate.

The minutes of the ordinary meeting held on Thursday, 14th May were approved and signed as
accurate, although it was noted that the date in the heading should be May not March.

Matters Arising

1873. Nant-yr-Onen

This matter was deferred until Cllr Van Rees arrived.

Cllr Van Rees sent an email to PCC regarding the lack of action regarding enforcement at Nant-
yr-Onen and Snack Attack in Llanwrtyd, in which he requested an immediate and full response
regarding both matters otherwise his only course of action would be to ‘advise both Llanwrtyd
Town Council and Llangammarch Community Council to make a formal complaint to the Chief
Executive on the lack of action on these two sites.’

It has emerged that a resident of a property in Tan-y-Deri is said to be residing in a caravan at
Nant-yr-Onen, several departments within PCC have been involved in the matter, and there are
community concerns about the state of the property in Tan-y-Deri.
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Cllr Van Rees asked LCC to give him one or two days grace in which to chase the matter with all
the relevant PCC departments but failing an adequate response, he will draft a letter with the
Chair and Vice-Chair for the attention of the Chief Executive of PCC.

1874. Appointment of Councillor with Special Responsibility for Finance

Further to Cllr Straw’s resignation, the decision to appoint a Cllr with Special Responsibility for
Finance was adjourned until the Casual Vacancies have been filled. However, it was noted that
the post will have to be appointed by the September meeting at the latest due to budget setting in
the autumn.

1875. Tirabad Notice Board

Anthony Jeffries thanked Cllr Bill Hill, on behalf of the Village Hall Committee, ‘for organising the
repair of the notice board’.

1876. Tirabad Telephone Box

BT report that the payphone is operational, and have agreed to send an engineer out to repair
the fault.

Cllr Bill Hill to check the phone and inform the Clerk as to its status.

There were no further matters arising.

1877. Defibrillator Batteries

The Chair stated that LCC have previously agreed to replace the defibrillator batteries.

Cllr Price informed the meeting that a defibrillator box requires an electricity supply in order to
keep the box at the correct temperature.

Site for Tirabad defibrillator to be arranged by Cllr Hill and Antony Jeffries a.s.a.p. Depending on
chosen location, it may be necessary to approach PCC to ask if it is possible for defibrillator to be
wired into a lighting column.

The Chair to provide Cllr Price with signs that will need to be fixed to the Llangammarch
defibrillator.

David Ronicle (The Friends of Healthcare in Builth Wells and District) will be arranging training
sessions following RWAS Show week. Clerk to arrange for notices to go up as soon as the dates
are confirmed.

1878. Community Delivery/Devolving Outdoor Recreation

Further to meeting with a contractor at the playground in Tan-y-Deri, Stephen Butcher (Outdoor
Recreation, PCC) supplied two quotes for the repair of the surface:
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Quote ref: TM6715

Option 1 – Cut out two patches as discussed and overlay with colour wet pour
Toddler area 22 LM cut out and overlaid in wet pour
Slide area 17 LM cut out and overlaid in wet pour

Total Price £3,123.00 + VAT

Option 2 – Cut out edges and overlay entire area
66LM and overlaid in wet pour

Total Price £5, 191.00 + VAT

Clerk to reply to PCC, note the quotes, query the difference in area between the two quotes,
enquire if PCC will carry out the works, and also confirm that the overlay will not follow the
contours of the existing ground.

1879. Welsh Government White Paper – Reforming Local Government (William’s Report)

There was no further update, however, the Chair requested that this remain as an agenda item
due to the importance of the issue.

1880. Public Convenience Provision

The Public Health (Wales) Bill is currently being ‘considered and scrutinised by the National
Assembly for Wales’, but its proposals will ‘place a duty on each local authority in Wales to
prepare and publish a local toilets strategy on the provision of toilets available for use by the
public in its area…The duty…will not in itself require local authorities to directly provide and
maintain public toilets, but will require them to take a strategic view across their area about how
these facilities can be provided and accessed by their local population.’1

Further to the Clerk enquiring with PCC regarding the proposed payment of £500 (payable for
three years) towards the provision of toilet facilities in Llangammarch, an email has been
received from Alastair Knox (Local Environment Strategy Manager, PCC) stating that he
‘anticipate[s] that they [PCC] will be in a position to make these payments during July.’ The Clerk
is to follow up the issue in August if the payment has not been received.

1881. Web Policy and Structure

The draft policy and structure was adopted as LCC policy, the decision was unanimous.

It was also agreed that a copy with be uploaded onto the website.

1 Taken from email sent by Chris Tudor Smith (Senior Responsible Office, Public Health (Wales) Bill, 10th June 2015.
To access more information on the bill use the following link:
http://www.senedd.assembly.wales/mgIssueHistoryHome.aspx?IId=12763
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1882. Winter Maintenance Provision – Tirabad

In response to ongoing queries made by LCC regarding primary gritting provision in Tirabad,
Alastair Knox (PCC) has replied, stating that ‘[t]he situation that you describe will potentially exist
on all of our minor roads.’ However, he does add that ‘consideration can be given to swapping
sections of road by local agreement.’ Adding that ‘[t]his would involve the Community Council
offering up an equivalent section of road in their area that is currently gritted.’

The Chair, the Vice-Chair, and Cllr Birchall are to look at the routes to see if a section can be
identified as soon as possible, in order that any possible swap could be included in the coming
season’s routes.

PCC and Other Correspondence

1883. Tobacco Control Action Plan for Wales – NHS Wales

A letter has been received from NHS Wales outlining their Tobacco Control Action Plan for
Wales, which encourages local authorities to promote smoke-free environments including
playgrounds. As LCC do not currently run a playground, the letter was tabled for information

1884. PCC Reception at the Royal Welsh Agricultural Show

An invitation to an evening reception at the Royal Welsh Agricultural Show has been received
from PCC, none of the Cllr’s present wished to attend.

1885. Planning Aid Wales

Planning Aid Wales sent an invitation to a free planning training workshop in Llandrindod Wells
on the 4th August, none of the Cllr’s present wished to attend.

1886. Annual Report of the Public Services Ombudsman for Wales

Tabled for information.

There was no further correspondence.

Planning Applications:

1887. P/2015/0348 – Abercieros Inn, Llangammarch Wells

Cllr Birchall expressed an interest in this item, as the person seeking the planning permission,
and as such did not take part in the discussion regarding the matter, and left the room, when
requested, in order that a decision could be made by LCC. The Chair also apologised for not
asking Cllr Birchall to leave the room during the last meeting.
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Further to the Clerk contact PCC Planning Department regarding this application, an email has
been received from Dunya Fourie (Planning Officer, PCC) stating that as ‘this application
concerns a potential community feature’ she will ‘withhold determining the application until after
your meeting in July.’

There were several members of the public in attendance, and they were invited by the Chair to
offer any comments that they had on the planning application in question. The main points raised
by the members of the public were as follows:

 The Aberceiros was bought as a pub, and should, therefore, be sold as a pub.
 In terms of feasibility, the general consensus was that the pub was still viable.
 The pub would be a community asset both in terms of local community and tourists visiting

the area, and in particular, those visiting the three local caravan sites.
 LCC have a duty to represent the point that is of best value to the community.

In reference to the last point, the Chair highlighted that 167 signatures on the petition equates to
a third off the community, which is a substantial amount, and this does not include seasonal
visitors.

Cllr Van Rees stated that the Planning Committee will be guided by the point to maintain a
community feature where possible. He also queried how many of those present had written to
PCC objecting on planning grounds, and highlighted that a greater weight is given to the
numbers of people that send in individual letters setting out evidence rather than a petition. The
Chair reiterated the point.

Cllr Van Rees further stated that he will have the opportunity to represent the community views
regarding this application at the PCC Planning Committee, and that community views must be
taken into account. A member of the public asked if Cllr Van Rees was willing to withdraw his
comment that is on the PCC Planning website. He replied that he will be happy to withdraw if
evidence can be provided to the contrary.

Cllr Van Rees assured those present that the public will be made aware of the date well in
advance of the Planning Committee, as well as stating that he will work with LCC to confirm that
there will be sufficient opportunity for any letters written by the public to be taken into account.
The Chair also advised visiting the PCC website for updates.

The Chair asked the members of the public if there were any further comments, and as there
was none, he asked Cllr Birchall to leave the room.

The following resolution was put before the Cllr’s present:

‘This Community Council recognises the value of the local pub as a community facility in the
village, along with the Shop/Post Office, Community Hall, and Church.

Whilst we recognise the business pressures on public houses, through the rise in supermarkets
and home drinking, the smoking ban, and drink drive laws, we ask that the Authority should
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refuse the application at this time to enable further attempts to sell the pub and reinstate the
provision of the public house as a service to the village.
In addition we bring to your attention that there are three caravan sites in the close area, and the
pub has been, and can be an important contributor to tourism and the economic life of the area.

We also note the petition of 167 signatories, which represents over a third of the community wide
electorate.

The decision to agree with the above resolution was unanimous, and the resolution was passed.

It was agreed that the statement will be circulated to LCC, and then forwarded to PCC. The Clerk
to inform Dunya Fourie that there is a draft statement which will be forwarded as a confirmed
copy by Monday 13/07/15.

The members of the public thanked LCC for putting forward a proposal for the Aberceiros to stay
open.

1888. Public conveniences, including reimbursement for expenses and future funding

There were no matters relating to the public conveniences.

Finance:

1889. Online Banking – Dual Authorisation Progress

The Chair reported that all of the necessary forms had been forwarded to Barclays. The Clerk
has been added as an authorised signatory, and Jean Booker has been removed. Once the bank
have received the paperwork the online banking process will be set up.

1890. Receipts and Payments Summary to 4th July 2015 *

The receipts and payments summary was approved by the Cllr’s and signed by the Chair.

1891. Annual Report/ Internal Audit Year Ending 31st March 2015

The Clerk reported that the Annual Audit had been sent to BDO prior to the deadline.

Also, it had been noted by the internal auditor that it is necessary for a receipt to be provided for
all payments made that do not have an accompanying invoice, i.e. Clerks expenses and
donations to local clubs. It was agreed that this stance will be adopted.

1892. Cheques for Signature

Approval was given for the following cheques to be signed:

Cheque no. 100774 for £5.46 (Clerk’s wage amendment March & April 2015 – Sarah Quibell),
cheque no. 100776 for £10.00 (Web hosting reimbursement (VAT element) – Sarah Quibell),
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cheque no. 100777 for £41.60 (Clerk’s expenses May, June, & July – Sarah Quibell), cheque no.
100778 for £14.04 (Stamp reimbursement – Sarah Quibell), cheque no. 100779 for £500.00 (The
Friends of Healthcare in Builth Wells and District – donation), cheque no. 100780 for £20.00
(Tirabad Hall hire - July), and cheque no. 100782 for £26.88 (Plant reimbursement – Cllr Price).

1983. Any other business (non-substantive matters and matters for referral to the County
Council)

The Clerk to write to PCC to ask if it can be revealed who purchased the land at Cefn Llan.

Agenda Items for Next Meeting

Casual Vacancy
Appoint Cllr with Special Responsibility for Finance
Defibrillator Batteries
Welsh Government White Paper (William’s Report)
Community Delivery
Planning Application P/2015/0348 – Abercieros Inn

Date and Venue for next meeting

There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 9.30 pm.  The next general meeting
will be held on Thursday 17th September, 2015 at 7.30 pm, at Alexandra Hall.

Signed: …………………………………………….  Date: ……………………………………


