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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF LLANGAMMARCH COMMUNITY COUNCIL 
HELD AT 7.30PM ON THURSDAY 9th November 2017 AT the ALEXANDRA HALL

PRESENT
Community Councillors: Anne Woods (Chair), Ron Birchall, Mairwen Price, Sandra Wear and Bill Hill
Powys County Councillor: Tim van Rees
Clerk: Sue Lilly
Fire service: Simon Jenkins (Mid & West Wales Fire & Rescue) and Group Manager Karen Jones (Mid 
& West Wales Fire & Rescue) 
Police: PCSO 8084 Johanna Kelham, PC 597 Viv Ainsworth, Neighbourhood Policing Constable
Members of the Public: Sian Davies, Neil Davies, Halimah Lord, Victoria Roff, Marion Roff, Bre Reed, 
Pia Price, Wendy Yearsley

2408. The Chair Cllr Anne Woods opened the meeting with a few minutes silence in respect for the 
grief and loss of those present and the local communities.
The Chair then announced that Item 7 on the Agenda ‘Recent Events’ would be brought up the agenda 
and dealt with first, the Police were then asked to begin the process.

PCSO Johanna Kelham was tasked with finding where the collection buckets are. The Police are 
concerned with where the buckets are and to safeguard where the money is and to help deal with any 
worry for those holding the donations. The money needs to go in a fund of some sort as public donations 
are coming from all over. The funds need to be traceable and put into one place. The Police want to be 
sure that that the money is safe and kept in a transparent way. 
PC Viv Ainsworth explained the type of bank account that would be most useful. 
Sian Davies is finding aspects of the JustGiving page stressful. PC Viv Ainsworth confirmed that there is 
advice available from Barclays. 
Cllr Tim van Rees said it is for the community to decide on. This must be done quickly. Creating a joint 
committee has been suggested with Llanwrtyd & Llangammarch councils as signatories. There will be 
more monies coming in and maybe a charitable status may be necessary. In the fullness of time Ysgol 
Dolafon will also want to put a memorial for the children. 
There are no local banks except Barclays. Cllr Peter James, Mayor of Llanwrtyd is willing to commit to a 
joint/trust account.
Cllr Ron Birchall asked what the family thought. They replied that they liked the idea of the community 
councils involvement and that the JustGiving over 21K needs to be safeguarded.  
Cllr Tim van Rees will speak to legal department in County Hall and draw up a temporary trust deed, 
enough to satisfy the opening of a bank account. The signatories should not just be council members 
also members of the public.
Marion Roff (Llangammarch Post Office) confirmed that she had lots of letters with cheques. 
Cheques with erroneous payees can be traced back by banks to the givers where necessary. 
Neil Davies talked about the JustGiving page as they needed to tell people where the money is going 
etc. The page can be updated but the admin control cannot be changed. 
Cllr Tim van Rees said that a title is needed for deeds of trust and that the title is important.
Banks need signatories for administration. 
Cllr Tim van Rees will do an interim trust deed with two signatories from Llangammarch CC and two 
from Llanwrtyd TC, plus the clerks from both. Reporting will be made back through the councils and 
requests for any immediate payments would be received in that way.
Bre Reed and Pia Price (members of the family) asked that the JustGiving be kept open as long as 
possible – certainly for the next few weeks. Sian Davies confirmed that there has to be an end date for 
withdrawal to be made.
It was pointed out that any memorial or funerals will be a while away.
Reverend Petra Beresford-Webb passed on the message that the Treorchy Male Voice Choir asked if 
they could give a fundraising concert. Brecon Cathedral may be a good venue. 
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Cllr Tim van Rees checked that the Chair Cllr Anne Woods and the Clerk Sue Lilly would volunteer to 
be trustees. 
Contact points for any queries at this stage to be Cllr Tim van Rees and the Clerk, Sue Lilly.
The number of signatories for trust deed is likely to be 2 or 3 signatures for cheques or withdrawals. 
A meeting would be called for any expenditure request.
Cllr Tim van Rees asked if a member of the family would be a signatory and Bre Reed agreed to be 
signatory.

Simon Jenkins then explained events. The police investigation still going on so there is limited 
information he could share.
The call on the 30th October was received by the joint service centre. It dispatched Llanwrtyd,Builth, and 
Llandrindod. The first responders got there within 8 minutes to see a well-established fire. Officers asked 
for further assistance and Llandrindod and Brecon responded, with two more officers and a group 
manager. There were reports of unaccounted persons, so the search was widened. After a site meeting, 
mountain rescue, helicopter and search dogs were called in. The police advisor coordinated the 
resource, 35 operational staff were on site. 
Simon thanked the community for the offered us of a former public house and hall. 
The situation now requires ongoing support to the community. 
Karen Jones took over. Their priority is for vulnerable people after such a significant dwelling fire they
offer support.  There are different considerations for risk assessment in the countryside. So the support 
team did not come in immediately. They co-ordinate with local leaders, police etc. without being intrusive. 
Local events are then attended and support organised.
Next Tuesday (14th) 2-7 they will be in Alexandra Hall for anyone who needs it. They do not want to 
stress people especially as this could be a long time before any outcome and reassurance is needed. On 
Tuesday we will accept referrals for home visits. This is open to everyone. (apologies from Cllr Tim van 
Rees for not coming on Tuesday)
The Chair Cllr Anne Woods thanked everyone. Pia Price and Bre Reed also thanked everyone.
Cllr Tim van Rees confirmed there will still be a lot of coming and going over the next few weeks.
At the next meeting of the fire authority thanks will be passed onto the authority from the community and 
family.
The Chair Cllr Anne Woods asked about availability of counselling? Cllr Tim van Rees said there was 
a list of websites from fire service but the GP first line of support.
PC Viv Ainsworth said that they could not give details but investigations are ongoing and there will be 
40 people present from day-to-day. The Police are aware of media intrusion, so please report this direct 
to the police. The Police are still linked into the schools. Another massive intrusive is not expected but 
when there are results, they might come back. 
Cllr Tim van Rees thanked to the PCSO Johanna Kelham for visiting the school on Monday and on Wed 
to help deal with the Press.
Chris Davies MP is looking into how people were harassed (phone calls out of hours, knocking on doors
etc).
The Chair Cllr Anne Woods then asked if there were further questions. There were not, so she thanked 
everyone for coming and said they were welcome to stay for the rest of the meeting. Everyone except 
the councillors then left.

Apologies: Cllr Jon Hather

2409. Introduce the New Clerk: The Chair Cllr Anne Woods introduced Sue Lilly and offered thanks to 
Sarah for her hard work. Token of appreciation to be sent to Sarah. Action – Cllr Mairwen Price – £15 
to £20

2410. Declarations of interest: The Chair Cllr Anne Woods asked if there were any declarations of 
interest – there were not.
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2411. Casual Vacancies
As there are still two casual vacancies to fill the item will remain on the agenda. 
Jeremy Andrews is still job hunting
Adrian Davies – Pen y Bryn is still interested. This needs to be followed up? Action – Clerk
Cllr Bill Hill offered his resignation after tonight’s meeting due to ill health. (Ideally someone from 
Tirabad to replace him). He wants to stay involved in the dealing with the issue of the green in Tirabad.

2412. Minutes of the meeting held on 14th September 2017

The minutes of the meeting held on Thursday,14th September, were approved and signed as accurate. 

Matters Arising

2413. From the Action Log (2384) Matters to do with the green,an area outside in Dan yr Epynt bought 
for £1 need to be dealt with. On the transfer of ownership the swings were taken away and the soft area 
still there. The green was part of the field owned by the forestry. Andrea & Paul (local residents) cut the 
grass at the moment. 
Proposal from Cllr Tim van Rees that the Council adopt the area near 15 & 16 Dan -yr- Epynt in 
Tirabad that was conveyed to David Glyn Davies, Paul Nicholson and Philip Richards. However they 
may be financial implications.? ACTION - Cllr Bill Hill to investigate to see if the trustees are happy
to transfer ownership to the council – Cllr Ron Birchall seconded the proposal. 
It was accepted unanimously.

2414. Glan y Afon Bridge
Brent Campbell (PCC Highways) to be notified about the wood (railing from the old bridge) stuck by 
Nantmel. ACTION Clerk

2415. from Action Log and Previous Minutes – item 2009
There continues to be water pipe leaks in Tirabad – serves 6 properties in Dan-yr-Epynt. The current 
main goes up on the left side of the road, around the cul-de-sac and down the right side. It follows the 
track of the old road under the gardens of 5,4,3,2 and 1.The pipe was laid down in 1954 and has only 
had piecemeal replacement since. ACTION: Clerk to contact Ian Watkins of Welsh Water.

2416. Sign by the river – not done

2417. No update in Tirabad school bus can be removed

2418. Speed Limit Cefn Gorwydd
The rubble strips have been repainted but not bulked up. Jo Lancey (PCC Traffic) confimed that 
illuminated speed signs would cost 4K.

2419.Superfast Broadband
Martin Jones of Superfast Cymru confirmed that November is the estimated completion

2420. Heart of Wales Line
Arriva Trains have not applied for the new franchise

2421. Grass Cutting in Llangammarch
Rachel Davis (PCC) replied that composing facilities have been requested.

2422 re 2383 Television Arial in Llangammarch.
Residents are reporting the return of the signal as the trees are losing their leaves.
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In Tirabad high trees are also an issue. ACTION Clerk -  letter to be sent to Philip Richards, Caerau 
Farm  – to request that the trees need topping out or removing – evergreens – stopping TV signals. If the 
trees came down in high winds they would cause considerable damage.

2423. Review of Action Log 
Cllr Bill Hill said that he thought that meeting every two months is too little. Used to be monthly. 
Cllr Jon Hather is looking at the Standing Orders.
The Chair Cllr Anne Woods suggested that the Action Log need adapting to reflect more information..
The Clerk, Sue Lilly suggested finances really need to be done monthly and that Planning issues need 
to be reacted to quickly.

Review of Current Action Log 
PAVO –  have agreed to the links, but it needs following up
(2009) near Tirabad – and the burst water main near Coppins at Cefn Gorwydd – repaired on Friday3rd 
November and burst again on Sunday 5th. On Monday 6th Cllr Bill Hill phoned again. Rang again today 
(9th) Spoke to Ian Watkins Hereford. This needs to be fixed to properly to maintain water to Tirabad. 
Pressure was either low of water is filthy. ACTION the Clerk to write to DWR – about this and Item 
2415

2424. Review of Standing Orders
Cllr Jon Hather to report at next meeting

2425. 2018/19 Budget – This needs to fixed by January 2018. 
Cllr Anne Woods outlined the main changes to the previous Chair’s Budge for 2018/19t: 
-changes in how the clerk is paid, as the new clerk is self-employed. Powys CC had taken over the 
payroll and this is actually not needed. The records were searched for the agreement which only just 
seems to have been actioned by Powys CC. ACTION the clerk to investigate
-changes in how the toilets are funded as Powys CC have given notice that funding has ceased.

2426. Review of Bench List – Cllr Ron Birchall reported that all Llangammarch benches are in 
reasonable condition, but all need cleaning and treating. Cllr Tim van Rees to check the bench in Cefn 
Gorwydd

2427. Defibrillator
The latest email reported that nothing would be for two weeks

2428. Community Delivery PCC/Devolving Outdoor Recreation
No action reported – awaiting information from Steve Butcher of Powys CC on costs.

2429. Public Communication and Data protection
Both the Clerk and the Chair Cllr Anne Woods are continuing to investigate this.

2430. Sub-Committees
Cllr Jon Hather to report at next meeting

2431. Funding Opportunities
None to report

2432. PCC and other Correspondence
The Clerk reported the correspondence from Alan Richards who emailed about the (lack of ) Glanyafon 
Bridge and the state of two bridleways. The clerk reported back to Mr Richards (partially in Welsh) about
the bridge and the information about the bridleways was sent to Powys CC.
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Planning Applications for Consideration
2433 * P/2016/0795 & P/2017/0823 – Cefn Llan
This is ongoing

2434 * P/2017/0259 – Riverside Caravan Park
This has been refused on grounds of safely and flooding.

2435 * P/2017/1323 – Corrin, Garth
No objections were raised. Unanimous understanding of the need for agriculture to thrive.

2436. There was a request from Wendy Yearsley for the council to look into building works at Haulfryn by
Horace Williams. It is thought that planning permission has lapsed. ACTION: Clerk to investigate the 
Planning Portal and report to Planning

2437. PCC and Other Correspondence
Requests for money: 
CAB – it was agreed we support Brecon, not Newtown. Unanimously declined
RAIB – Unanimously declined
Money for tubs outside the Alexandra hall. Unanimously agreed that this was to be left until spring.

2437. Public Convenience inc Reimbursement for Expenses and Future Funding -
The Clerk accepted the bill from Cllr Ron Birchall for payment (see item 2440).

The Chair reported the receipt of a letter from PCC about the cessation of funding. 
One question was - who owns the toilets? This needs clarification. Cllr Ron Birchall does not think the 
building belongs to the council. Does the council want ownership?
A rough calculation for the cost next year is £ 890 – water rates, consumables, repairs, insurance, no 
charge for labour, rates. It was greed that repairs would not be done until ownership was confirmed.
When Powys notified they were stopping upkeep the Community asked for the toilets to be kept open as 
they are used by visitors in the summer. Option to close them in the winter?
ACTION – Cllr Ron Birchall to talk to Powys

Finance
2438. Additional authorised signatories
This is ongoing. 

2439. Business Bank Card
The Bank has confirmed that this is not possible under the current banking arrangements.

2440. Receipts and Payments Summary 4th November 2017
The payment to Alexandra hall for October was queried, until it was remembered the interviews were 
held there.

* Cheques for Signature/Payments for approval: 
Alexandra Hall Hire; 
Clerk’s expenses.
Simon Fraser 19.99 – condolence book
Alexandra Nov 25
Alexandra 25 – Oct
Tirabad – Sept 20
Cllr Ron Birchall – payment for toilets £173.50
SLCC – 77.00 – not mandatory – Clerk to access the course before subscription expires
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2441. Any Other Business (non-substantive matters and matters for referral to the County 
Council)

2442. It was reported that the stile above the village has been vandalised. 
(Top of village, behind the council houses). ACTION: Clerk to contact PCSO Johanna Kelham

* Items for Next meeting
* Date of Next Meeting January 11th 2018
* Venue – Alexandra Hall 

There being no further business the meeting closed at 2212

Signed: …………………………………………….  Date: ……………………………………


