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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF LLANGAMMARCH COMMUNITY COUNCIL HELD AT
7.45PM ON THURSDAY 14th March 2015 AT THE ALEXANDRA HALL,

LLANGAMMARCH WELLS

PRESENT
Community Councillors: David Malcomson, Jon Hather, Bill Hill, Mairwen Price, and Ron Birchall.

In attendance: Cllr Van Rees

Apologies:

Clerk: Sarah Quibell

1844. Declarations of interest

Cllr Birchall declared an interest in planning application P/2015/0348, see minute 1861.

Cllr Price declared an interest in the discussion surrounding a donation to the League of Friends,
see minute 1851.

1845. Minutes meeting held on 12th March 2015

The minutes of the meeting held on Thursday, 12th March were approved and signed as
accurate.

Matters Arising

1846. Broken Gate

It was confirmed that both gates have now been replaced.

1847. Llanwrtyd Wells Doctor’s Surgery

Following a campaign by Kirsty Williams AM and Roger Williams MP the Surgery at Llanwrtyd
Wells is safe until September 2016. Cllr Van Rees has written to Kirsty Williams AM requesting
confirmation of the surgery’s long-term security.

1848. Nant-yr-Onen

The Chair contacted PCC following the lack of enforcement regarding the caravans sited at Nant-
yr-Onen. Cllr Van Rees has further contacted the PCC Planning Department and the Authority’s
Solicitor regarding the matter, and is awaiting a reply. If a favourable response is not received
Cllr Van Rees will raise the matter with the Chief Executive (PCC).

1849. Tirabad Notice Board

Cllr Hill to chase quote that should have been supplied to him or the Clerk.
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1850. Action Log

An Action Log has been drawn up, which catalogues all of the agreed actions, the dates they
were agree, and their minute reference. It is to be circulated with the minutes, and discussed at
each meeting.

There were no further matters arising.

1851. Defibrillators

A defibrillator and a box to house it have been obtained for Tirabad with the assistance of the
League of Friends, although the discussion about where to site it is ongoing. LCC are also trying
to secure a defibrillator and box for Cefn Gorwydd.

It was agreed to make a donation of £500 to the League of Friends for all of their assistance in
obtaining the equipment for Llangammarch and Tirabad. As a member of the League of Friends
Cllr Price declared an interest in this item as soon as it was raised

Cllr Price to investigate why a box needs an electric supply, and it may be that LCC approaches
PCC to ask if the Tirabad defibrillator can be wired into the lighting column so that it is sited close
to the population.

LCC have previously agreed to replace the defibrillator batteries, so the Chair requested it
become a standing agenda item.

A fifteen minute talk on the use of the defibrillator has been offered but it has been recommended
that a two hour talk around CPR and defibrillator operation would be more beneficial. LCC will be
working with neighbouring Councils to arrange a session with sufficient numbers for the course.

1852. Community Delivery/Devolving Outdoor Recreation

The new insurance policy would cover playground equipment to the value of £40k, and also has
£10 million Public Liability, but in order to meet the requirements of the policy, the playground
would be subject to a weekly inspection.

Following discussion around taking over the asset, LCC were still unsure of a decision. Clerk to
contact Stephen Butcher (Outdoor Recreation, PCC) to ascertain as to whether the surfacing,
and subsequent ponding issues, and the broken gate would be rectified by PCC prior to LCC
taking over the running of the facility, should they decide to do so.

OVW have a National Asset Working Group, and have released Community Asset Transfers in
Wales – A Best Practice Guide.

There has been no further correspondence from PCC regarding the Local Environment Service
Public Convenience Provision report (minute 1725) that was received at the beginning of
September 2014. The Clerk is to contact PCC concerning the £500 payment for the toilets.
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The Chair attended a WAG meeting in the Elan Valley regarding the Williams’ Report. The idea
was muted of independent Councils who cluster to obtain services at a better rate.

1853. Casual Vacancy

Following the resignation of Cllr Everson, a Casual Vacancy has arisen. A Notice of Co-Option,
with a deadline of the 5th July 2015 for expressions of interest, is to be put on all three notice
boards and the website. Those who express an interest will be invited to the next meeting on the
9th July, where due process to select a Councillor will be followed.

1854. Web Policy and Structure

A draft structure and policy, which contains the previous principles adopted, have been drawn
up, and was tabled for discussion at the next meeting.

It was, however, highlighted that businesses must request to be included on the website and
LCC will make no recommendation as too the quality of the service.

1855. Highways Issues

James Bevan (H.G.S.S. Supervisor, PCC) replied to a number of Highways related issues as
follows:

Safety concerns regarding open patches – it is common practice to leave patches open
overnight, and ‘ramp’, ‘temporary road surface 5mph’ signs, and cones had been placed to alert
members of the public to the hazard.

Debris left by siding machine – this is an ‘agreed practice within Powys and agreed with National
Resources Wales’.

Complaints regarding litter on verges, including A483 – ‘[t]he Trunk roads in our area have now
had a round of litter picking’.

Lack of response regarding footpath issues outside 17 Dan-yr-Eppynt – when checked ‘the gap
alone the bottom of the newly erected fence had been filled by timber fixed to the bottom of the
fence post along the whole length of the fence, eliminating the danger’.

Rubble dumped on verge outside 18 Dan-yr-Eppynt – a notice is ready to be sent to whomever is
dumping the rubble.

Welsh Water repairs to bridge and footway – PCC Streetworks Department has chased on
several occasions.

Salt bin in Dan-yr-Eppynt – location of salt bins to be looked at prior to next season.
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It has been reported that some Highways material is being stored on land adjacent to a barn in
Cefn Gorwydd. The Clerk is to contact PCC enquire as to whether they are storing the material,
and if so, for how long, as the land is designated for agricultural use.

1856. Clerk’s Annual Review

The Chair informed the meeting that the Clerk had asked for a performance review and that the
Chair and Vice had discussed this. The Chair and Vice were very satisfied with the Clerks
Performance to date and the meeting agreed with this conclusion

It is a requirement the Community Council undertake a review of the Clerks pay, each year, and
the meeting noted progression through the four points of the scale was not automatic. The
meeting noted that the Clerk was currently on scale point 18 being the bottom point of the four-
point salary scale. After a short discussion the meeting agreed the clerk should be put on point
20, effective from 1st May

1857. Planters for Cefn Gorwydd

A spend on planters for Cefn Gorwydd had been previously approved by LCC but the money was
not used. The Vice Chair requested approval to spend the monies in the current financial year.
The decision was unanimous for the amount of £150.

PCC and Other Correspondence

1858. General Dispensation – School Modernisation and School Transport Review

A letter from PCC outlining the proposal for the centralisation of education provision, and
subsequent closure of certain High Schools, within Powys. The letter was tabled for information

1859. Adopt a Kiosk (BT)

As stated previously, if BT cease a service then LCC would look to adopt that kiosk but will not
instigate the closure of a service. The pamphlet was tabled for information

Cllr Hill to check on the working order of the kiosk in Tirabad, and the Clerk is to check if
adoption means that the phone will be removed.

1860. The Voice

Tabled for information.

There was no further correspondence.

Planning Applications:

1861. P/2015/0348 – Abercieros Inn, Llangammarch Wells

Cllr Birchall expressed an interest in this item, as the person seeking the planning permission.
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Members of the public who were in attendance at the meeting reported that a petition regarding
the change of facilities has been handed to PCC but Cllr Van Rees has received nothing to date.
He requested that a copy be passed to him so that he can go to the Planning Committee, even
though he hasn’t called it in.

The Clerk to write to PCC to state that the matter was debated tonight and that LCC understand
that a petition is in existence.

1862. P/2015/0269

No objections were raised

1863. P/2015/0348

No objections were raised.

The Chair reminded the meeting that comment needed to be made on all planning applications
within twenty-one days of the letter being sent out by PCC.

1864. Public conveniences, including reimbursement for expenses and future funding

It was agreed to reimburse Cllr. Birchall £343.86 for the upkeep and maintenance of the toilets,
including utilities, insurance, and sundry cleaning items.

Finance:

1865. Online Banking – Dual Authorisation Progress

The Chair has issued the necessary forms to Cllr Straw and the Clerk. As existing Authorised
Signatories the Chair and Cllr Price need to fill out a separate form. All forms to be forwarded to
Barclays once complete.

1866. Receipts and Payments Summary to 31st March 2015 *

The receipts and payments summary for the last financial year was approved by the Cllr’s and
signed by the Chair.

1867. Receipts and Payments Summary to 4th May 2015 *

The receipts and payments summary was approved by the Cllr’s and signed by the Chair.

1868. Annual Report/ Internal Audit Year Ending 31st March 2015

Sections one and two where approved by the Cllr’s and signed by the Chair and the Clerk.
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1869. Cheques for Signature

Approval was given for the following cheques to be signed:

Cheque no. 100769 for £25.08 (Office Solutions Wales), cheque no. 100770 for £348.96 (Aon
UK Ltd), cheque no. 100771 for £49.99 (Web hosting reimbursement – Sarah Quibell), cheque
no. 100772 for £49.36 (Plant reimbursement – Cllr Price), cheque no. 100773 for £343.86 (Toilet
expenses reimbursement – Cllr Birchall), and cheque no. 100775 for £25.00 (Alexandra Hall hire
- May).

It was agreed to issue cheques for the Clerk’s expenses and the March and April wage
amendment at the next meeting as the exact figures were not available.

Any other business (non-substantive matters and matters for referral to the County
Council)

Agenda Items for Next Meeting

Defibrillator Batteries
Planning Application P/2015/0348 – Abercieros Inn
Increased Winter Maintenance Provision in the Tirabad Area

Date and Venue for next meeting

There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 9.30 pm.  The next general meeting
will be held on Thursday 9th May, 2015 at 7.30 pm, at Tirabad Hall.

Signed: …………………………………………….  Date: ……………………………………


