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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF LLANGAMMARCH COMMUNITY COUNCIL HELD AT
7.30PM ON THURSDAY 17th September 2015 AT THE ALEXANDRA HALL,

LLANGAMMARCH WELLS

PRESENT
Community Councillors: David Malcomson, Bill Hill, Mairwen Price, Helen Wear, and Ron
Birchall.

In attendance: Cllr Van Rees (arrived 7.40pm)

Apologies: Jon Hather

Clerk: Sarah Quibell

1984. Declarations of interest

There were no declarations of interest.

1985. Casual Vacancy

Despite following due process, nobody has come forward to fill the vacant seats. Casual
Vacancy will therefore remain on the agenda until the vacancy has been filled.

1986. Minutes meeting held on 12th March 2015

The minutes of the meeting held on Thursday, 9th July were approved and signed as accurate,
although it was noted that the date in the heading should be July not March.

Matters Arising

1987. Action Log

To be discussed as part of Matters Arising going forward.

1988. Nant-yr-Onen

An email was received from Angharad Richards (PCC Planning Department) on the 28th July,
which explained that ‘the property is understood to be in the process of being re-possessed and
therefore…we have obtained advice from our legal department which indicates that it would not
be advisable to pursue a prosecution until the outcome of the re-possession process is known.’

Cllr Van Rees stated that the property was up for auction on 2nd October. He has made
representations to the Solicitor’s involved but has received no response as yet.

Cllr Van Rees also reported that the mess has been cleared from 7 Tan-y-Deri. He has
personally checked the property and it is much improved.
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1989. Highways

An email was received from James Bevan (PCC Highways Department) in response to the
several queries that had been raised:

 Q – Concerns over overzealous use of herbicide on highways verges
A – ‘Last year weed spraying was restricted to trunk road only due to an overspend on
county roads the previous year in the north of Powys. This was realised to have been a
mistake…so the decision was made to revert back to weed spraying on county roads as in
previous years.’

 Q – Would it be possible for the road sweeper to sweep through Llangammarch?
A – ‘The village was swept on 03/08/15.’

 Q – The 30mph signs on the road to The Lake Hotel are covered with foliage
A – ‘All the speed limit signs into the village have been cleared of vegetation’.

 Q – Cllr Bill Hill was not contacted about the issues in Tirabad, as requested
A – ‘Cllr Bill Hill was not contacted about the Tirabad issues as they were self-
explanatory’.

The email also commented further on the verge issue in Dan-yr-Eppynt, stating that ‘[t]he gap on
number 17’s property was addressed and made safe by the occupants of number 17, the
condition of the footways is deteriorating in Tirabad but there was nothing dangerous there at
that time.’

Cllr Hill is still unhappy with the current condition of the footway outside of this property, and rang
PCC to discuss. Further to waiting on the phone for fifteen minutes he spoke with the Chief
Executive’s PA regarding the issue. Cllr Van Rees has agreed to visit the site with Cllr Hill to
assess.

It is reported that the Section 81 that was outstanding outside of the Riverside Gardens has been
repaired, however, the ongoing works on the bridge in Llangammarch are still to be completed.
The Clerk to ask James Bevan for an update.

There were no further matters arising.

1990. Defibrillator Batteries

The Chair noted that this section should just be titled ‘Defibrillator’ on future agendas.

PCC have agreed for the Tirabad defibrillator to be wired into a lighting column. Anthony Jeffries
to forward details of the usage and the number of the nearest column to the chosen site.

Once arranged the Community Council will then need to address the fixing of the box.



LCC Minutes – September 2015 Meeting

Page 3 of 6

David Ronicle (The Friends of Healthcare in Builth Wells and District) has arranged a training
session at 7pm on the 29th September, in The Greyhound Hotel in Builth. There may be a
possibility of a further session in Llanwrtyd in the future.

1991. Community Delivery/Devolving Outdoor Recreation

An email has been received from Stephan Butcher (PCC Outdoor Recreation) clarifying that
‘PCC will carry out work prior to any potential asset transfer, to what detail of work will have to be
negotiated’.

The annual outlay for LCC was roughly calculated to be around £700, which would include the
RoSPA inspection, insurance cover, and maintenance; Cllr Birchall volunteered to carry out the
weekly inspections.

Further to a vote the decision was unanimous for the Community Council to take over the
running of the facility. The Clerk is to contact PCC informing them of the decision, on the proviso
of the full resurfacing option being carried out, a repair to or replacement gate, and inspection
training being provided to two members of the Community Council.

1992. Welsh Government White Paper – Reforming Local Government (William’s Report)

A letter was received from Leighton Andrews AC/AM (WAG Minister for Public Services)
regarding the consultation on the Welsh Government’s Draft Directions to the Local Democracy
and Boundary Commission for Wales. The section concerning Powys is as follows:

Powys is not included in the Draft Directions because the proposals envisage it remaining as a
continuing authority. I intend to implement the recommendations contained in the Commission’s
report of 2011 which propose a reduction in numbers of elected members from the current 73 to
64.

1993. Public Convenience Provision

A letter and form has been received from PCC in relation to the proposed annual grant for the
continued provision of the public conveniences in Llangammarch. Cllr Birchall to complete the
form and return to Alastair Knox (Local Environment Strategy Manager, PCC), and provide the
Clerk with a copy for LCC records.

1994. Website

The Clerk presented work that she had done on a draft website to the Community Council using
one of the many website builders that are now available. It was agreed that the website appeared
move user friendly and would more likely suit the new structure that had been agreed during the
July meeting.

The Clerk also provided the Community Council with the costs of the current website, which is
£66 per annum (renewal due June 2016), as well as three quotes for an annual service from
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three other companies, these ranged from £71.88 to £93.12. The Clerk also highlighted that the
domain name LlangammarchCC was currently available.

Further to a unanimous vote it was agreed to migrate to a new website to enable a more user-
friendly and up-to-date experience in line with the new policy. This project was delegated to the
Clerk and Vice-Chair, allowing them to make changes costing up to £100 per annum.

1995. Winter Maintenance Provision – Tirabad

Further to investigation of current gritting routes, it was not possible to identify a suitable section
to swap in exchange for the Tirabad to county boundary section, so that it could be included in
planned winter maintenance treatment going forward.

It was highlighted that there is substantial road usage in the area since the bridge was widened.
The Clerk is to contact the Commandant of the Sennybridge Training Area, to see if they would
be willing to join the Community Council in lobbying PCC to grit the road as a priority route. Cllr
Van Rees requested that he is included in the correspondence.

PCC and Other Correspondence

1996. Draft Statutory Guidance for the Well-Being of Future Generations (Wales) Act 2015

Tabled for information

1997. Walking for the Wounded

An invitation has been received from Builth Wells Town Council to join them in receiving the Walk
of Britain (sponsor Prince Harry) as they arrive in Builth on 25th September. It was agreed to
make a donation of £50, which Cllr Price will present on behalf of LCC.

1998. Powys Welsh Church Act

Grants are available from this fund, and whilst the current round of funding closed on the 31st

August, it was agreed it would be an ideal opportunity in the future, particularly as applications for
recreational activities are accepted, and it may be possible to raise some funds towards the
upkeep of the playground.

1999. Request for Funding from Brecon Advice Centre

A donation of £50 was approved.

2000. Play for Wales

Tabled for information

There was no further correspondence.
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Planning Applications:

2001. P/2015/0868 – Penrhos, Llangammarch Wells

No objections were raised

2002. P/2015/0770 – Caer Helen, Llanwrtyd Wells

No objections were raised

2003. P/2015/0775 – Fron Garth, Llangammarch Wells

No objections were raised

There were no further applications for consideration.

2004. Public conveniences, including reimbursement for expenses and future funding

It was agreed to reimburse Cllr. Birchall £54.98 for the upkeep and maintenance of the toilets,
including utilities, insurance, and sundry cleaning items

Finance:

2005. Online Banking – Dual Authorisation Progress

The Clerk reported that the amendments to the authorised signatories had been made by
Barclays Bank, as requested. The Chair will now complete the paperwork in order to set up
online banking and the dual authorisation process.

2006. Receipts and Payments Summary to 4th September 2015 *

The receipts and payments summary was approved by the Cllr’s and signed by the Chair.

2007. Annual Report/ Internal Audit Year Ending 31st March 2015

BDO have completed the audit for the year ending 31st March 2014 with no issues. The annual
return was approved and accepted by the council.

2008. Cheques for Signature

Approval was given for the following cheques to be signed:

Cheque no. 100781 for £10.40 (Clerk’s expenses September 2015 – Sarah Quibell), cheque no.
100783 for £210.00 (BDO – Audit Fee), cheque no. 100784 for £3.49 (Receipt Book – Sarah
Quibell), cheque no. 100785 for £54.98 (Toilet Expenses Reimbursement – Ron Birchall),
cheque no. 100786 for £149.18 (Planters etc Cefn Gorwydd – Pat Jones), cheque no. 100787 for
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£50.00 (Brecon Advice Centre - Donation), cheque no. 100878 for £50.00 (Walking with the
Wounded – Donation), and cheque no. 100789 for £25.00 (Alexandra Hall –Room Hire).

Any other business (non-substantive matters and matters for referral to the County
Council)

2009. Water Problem – Dan-yr-Eppynt

There has been third pipe burst in Dan-yr-Eppynt this year. The drainage does not appear
capable of taking the water capacity, lifts covers in gardens and drains into properties. Cllr Hill
has contacted Welsh Water. He will send the plans and position of the pipe causing the difficulty
to the Clerk, who will further contact Welsh Water, and include a copy for Cllr Van Rees.

The Clerk is to contact Simon Crowther (Land Drainage, PCC) to request a plan/map of PCC
apparatus and land drainage in the area, as well as request that he meet with Cllr Van Rees and
Cllr Hill regarding the matter.

2010. Chicken Shed

A chicken shed has been built on the road to Beulah which is causing concerns about large
vehicles delivering to the site, along the back road from the A483. It was agreed that the situation
be monitored in respect of road deterioration.

2011. Llanwrtyd Update

Cllr Van Rees informed that the closure of the Barclays Bank in Llanwrtyd has been proposed,
however, there was a possibility that the ATM service will be retained.

There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 9.30 pm.

Agenda Items for Next Meeting

Casual Vacancy
Appoint Cllr with Special Responsibility for Finance
Defibrillator Batteries
Welsh Government White Paper (William’s Report)
Community Delivery

Date and Venue for next meeting

The next general meeting will be held on Thursday 12th November, 2015 at 7.30 pm, at
Alexandra Hall.

Signed: …………………………………………….  Date: ……………………………………


